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A Wonderful Start to 2021! 

 

We are off to a great start at Brentwood School this new year! I would like to thank the members of our Brentwood Park community for doing 

your part in  keeping your children home when they are sick and for abiding by the protocols we have in place to help keep us all safe and 

healthy, such as masking up on school property, keeping your distance from others on school property, and avoiding playground activity for 30 

minutes before and after school to prevent mingling across cohorts.  

 

We have welcomed back some of our remote learners from the fall and now have 438 students in 21 divisions attending school in person. This 

number includes 5 new children with 5 more kids starting in February. Welcome to Brentwood Park School! We also have a few new staff 

members who are thrilled to be here, including me!  I am very touched with how warm and welcoming everyone has been.  I have had the 

pleasure of joining classes to read a story or join an activity or two. I have tweeted out some of those activities on our Brentwood feed. Check it 

out! I would also like to welcome our newest EA on staff, Ms. Hanieh Khakbiz, and our full-time evening custodian, Ms. Cherie Stensrud, who 

also started in January.  

 

On January 15th, we proudly participated in Black Shirt Day to help raise awareness of black history and promote anti-racism with equal, caring 

and respectful treatment of all people. There was powerful story-telling, discussions and leaning taking place across the grades. This learning 

will help lead us into black history month and anti-bullying awareness in February.  

 

This week we have had so much fun exploring the different facets of literacy. We participated in ‘Guess the Staff’ and ‘Trivia’ contests, played 

Bingo, listened to many virtual stories from guest readers including our very own published author, Kiana, as well as many former and current 

staff members, in addition to special guest Trustee Peter Cech. You may want to ask your children about the stories they listened to this week, 

and who their guest speakers were. We also dressed in pajamas and engaged in reading fun for the Readathon. Throughout the week, some 

classes also completed mad gab and rebus challenges, joined Barbara Reid for a lesson in creating plasticine art and completed Mo Willems 

directed drawings. We are grateful for all families who participated in the Connect 5 activity as well. Those activities are just a few fun ways 

you can promote and further literacy skills with your children at home on a daily basis.   

 

I look forward to a fun, rewarding remainder of the school year with your children, and look forward to working with you to help them grow  

academically, socially and emotionally. I feel very fortunate to have landed at Brentwood Park! 

 

Mrs. Heather Kimmie - Principal 

TWEET TWEET….Did you know that Brentwood has a twitter account? If you want to check out some 

timely and exciting learning and event information throughout the year, please follow us at 

@brentwoodSD41 
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TAKE A STAND AGAINST BULLYING 
 

The last Wednesday of February, is known as Anti-Bullying Day across Canada. It's 
also known as "Pink Shirt Day" and was originally started as a protest against a bullying 
incident at a Nova Scotia high school. On this day participants are asked to wear pink to 
symbolize a stand against bullying. On Wednesday, February 24, 2021 the students and 
staff of the Brentwood Park school community will participate in Pink Shirt Day! 
 
Over the next few weeks, the students will be learning about what bullying is and isn’t, 
how to take steps to prevent bullying, and how to deal with it if it occurs.  In past years, 
the Burnaby School District has sent home an open letter to families informing you of the 
policies and practices that are in place to keep our schools and our students safe. 
 

“It is important to note that name calling, putdowns, insults, and pushing or 
rough play are not necessarily bullying behaviours.  These acts can often 
be part of a child’s developmental process as they learn to manage     
emotions and frustrations in social situations.  However, if these problems 
persist, bullying behaviour can develop. 

 
Bullying is repeated aggressive behaviour with negative intent, directed 
from one child to another where there is a power imbalance. Threat-
making and intimidation are expressions of intent to do harm or act out 
violently against someone or something.  A threat can be spoken,    
written, symbolic or over the internet.” 

 
Our school code of conduct states behavioural expectations and outlines age            
appropriate consequences for unacceptable behaviour.  When unacceptable behaviours 
are reported at school, teachers and the principal immediately respond by investigating 
the concern.  A support plan is put in place for the student harmed by these behaviours. 
Depending on the circumstances, the student who has displayed inappropriate        
behaviours might be referred to counselling, restorative justice practices or receive an   
in-school or out-of-school suspension.   
 
It is important to remember that not all unacceptable behaviours meet the criteria of 
bullying.  Sometimes children and adults use the word “bullying” to describe any      
inappropriate behaviour that is hurtful.  In reality, incidences of bullying, harassment and 
intimidation, while they do occur, are extremely rare in the Brentwood Park community, 
and in the Burnaby School District as a whole.  If your child informs you of any          
behaviours that are of concern, we encourage you to report these immediately to our 
school principal, Mrs. Kimmie.  Our school community is committed to ensuring that 
Brentwood Park is a safe and caring learning  environment for all! 

WINTER WEATHER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With winter weather here, we want to remind you about how the 
Burnaby School District shares weather-related school closures. 
 
All schools will remain OPEN unless there is heavy snowfall, 
damage, or other circumstances – such as a power outage – 
that make it impossible to open for instruction. The District will 
do its best to communicate school or district-wide closures on 
our website by 6:30 am. However, please keep in mind that 
there may be situations where this is not possible – again, such 
as a power outage. 
 
Another way to learn about school closures is through local 
news stations (online, radio, and TV), some of which are: 
 
CBC AM 690 radio                           Global TV  
News AM 1130 radio                        CBC TV 
CKNW AM 980 radio                        CityNews 
Fairchild AM 1470 radio                   CTV BC 
 
Student safety is a responsibility we share with families. Please 
walk your child to the door of the school if you are unsure   
whether or not the school is open. If for any reason you feel that 
your student cannot travel safely then please – as you normally 
would – notify the school that your child will be absent. 
 
If weather conditions deteriorate throughout the day and create a 
concern for the safety of students returning home, a decision 
may be made to dismiss students early. This will be             
communicated to parents in the best way possible through the 
schools’ normal communications channels. 

REMINDER:  There is no bad weather…. only inappropriate clothing! 
 

We are lucky to live in a relatively moderate climate.  However, some days will be wet and some days will be cold.  What matters is that we all learn to 
dress appropriately for outdoor activities no matter the weather. 
 
Outdoor play is valuable and fresh air is healthy.  Our students have two opportunities daily to be outside (recess and lunch) as well as times planned by 
teachers throughout the week.    We believe in outdoor play and education and encourage students to enjoy their natural environment. 
 
Encourage your  children to play in the rain and snow, as much can be learned.  Jump in or toss stones in puddles and observe the splash  
and ripples.  Why do rocks and stones look so much more interesting when they are wet?  How can water be made to flow from one pud-
dle to another?  What kind of mud makes the best mud pancakes?  Notice the ice patterns that form on puddles when the temperature 
drops.  Build forts with snow.  What kind of snow is the best for tobogganing? 
 
As we are in the rainy, cold season please be sure your child has: 
 
On a Rainy Day: 

Ÿ Waterproof hat  Ÿ Waterproof jacket  Ÿ Waterproof pants  Change of Clothes 
Ÿ Warm socks   Ÿ Waterproof boots  Ÿ Umbrella 
Ÿ  

On a Snowy Day: 
Ÿ Toque that covers ears Ÿ Heavy jacket for warmth  Ÿ Snow Pants  Insulated gloves or mittens suitable for handling snow 
Ÿ Snow boots  Ÿ Warm socks            Change of clothes  
 

***It would be helpful for all students to have a change of clothes at school, should they slip or get soaking wet. This will help them so that 
they are not uncomfortable in wet clothes during class time.   
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SALMON 
 
Division 15 welcomed 30 chum salmon eggs into their classroom on     
January 11th and will be sharing in the learning and observation of the 
growth of these salmon with Divisions 14 & 17 . The salmon are developing 
in a special classroom incubator and the students will be watching them 
develop each day. The students are learning about the importance of   
providing fresh, clean, cold water for these salmon eggs to help them grow 
to be strong and viable adult salmon one day!   

HEARTS FOR TRUTH 
 
Brentwood Park School is embarking on our National Fundraising campaign. 
We will be selling chocolate hearts from Charlie’s Chocolate Factory. All   
money raised will be donated to the The Gord Downie and Chanie Wenjack 
Fund which supports Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation process. We hope 
that you will purchase some chocolates to support this important cause.  
Order forms and payment should be returned by Friday, February 5th, 2021 
or by Cash On-line. Chocolates will be delivered to your child on Friday, 
February 12th, 2021. 

MUKSAMMA 
in memoriam 

 
Jackie Muksamma Timothy was a story-teller, 
artist, teacher and friend.  He passed away 
recently and we are saddened by this loss.   
 
Jackie was a gifted indigenous artist from the 
Tla’amin Nation in Powell River. He was 
proud of his ancestral heritage and shared his 
knowledge and cultural traditions with      
authenticity and heart.  We are grateful for 
these gifts.  In 2015, Jackie came to       
Brentwood Park as an artist in residence, and 
was quickly embraced by the community for 
his talent and eloquent way of being.  As a 
survivor of residential school, Jackie         
experienced challenges that emboldened 
courage and tenacity.  Out of hardship grew 
his    immeasurable capacity for love, peace, 
joy, happiness and respect for all. The totem 
pole he created with the children stands as a 
daily reminder of the goodness that lives in all of us.  In Jackie’s own words:  
Be proud of who you are and where you’ve come from.  Bring your best self 
forward.   
 
May you soar with the eagles.   

TRAFFIC SAFETY REMINDERS 

  
We all share a common concern about the safety of our children.  Together 
we can ensure this by choosing safety over convenience. Elementary 
schools were built years ago with the intention of kids and families walking 
to their neighbourhood schools, hence they are not built to accommodate all 
the cars used these days. Please try to park in the neighbourhood and walk 
to the school to greet your children when possible. 
 
Brentwood Park parking lot and alley reminders: 
 If the parking lot at Brentwood Park is full, please do not enter. U-turns in 

the lot are dangerous.   
 Please do not stop in the ‘no parking fire access’ area on the tennis court 

side of the parking lot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Please do not stop or park in the alley at any time 
 
Delta Avenue drop off or pick up reminders: 

 Carefully observe the no stopping zones on either side of the crosswalk 

 All children must use the crosswalk (Parents are asked to use the     

crosswalk to model safe practices.) 

 Please do not use driveways to turn around 

 U-turns on the street are illegal 

 Please do not double park 

 Do not permit your children to get out of your vehicle on the traffic side of 

the car. Ensure that they get out on the sidewalk side. 

 Do not cross over the double yellow line into the alley 

 

Additional Parking option at Brentwood Park Alliance Church. Please 

be aware of the rules if parking there: 

 There is a large parking lot located behind the church with plenty of    

parking.  Anyone using their parking lot should park in the LOWER LOT 

ONLY and refrain from using the upper lot  

 There is NO PARKING in the driveway at any time.  It is a fire lane and 

must be kept clear. 

 There is NO PARKING in the driveway at the front of the church 

Our 16th annual readathon and Family Literacy day/week was a bit different this year.  Instead of students, teachers and parents coming to the gym to read 
with blankets and stuffies in our pyjamas, we had fun participating in literacy in different ways.  Like we say every year, “our success is measured by the fun 
we had as well as the laughter, games and togetherness we felt.”  And we did just that!  Thank you to the Brentwood Park Community for their pledges and 

support. 
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ARE YOUR CHILD’S IMMUNIZATIONS  
UP TO DATE FOR  KINDERGARTEN?  

 
Vaccines are a healthy choice for your child. They provide immunity and  
prevent disease. Two vaccines are provided free for Kindergarten-age 
children:   
 
• Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis (whooping cough), Polio  (DTaP-IPV)   
• Varicella (Chickenpox) *a second dose is new since January 2012  
 
You will be receiving a letter from your local Public Health Unit if your child 
has not received these vaccines or if the health unit does not have up to 
date information regarding the immunizations your child has received.   
 
Please complete and return these forms to your local Public Health Unit or 
school (attention School Nurse) ASAP.    
 
If your child is not up to date for immunizations please call your local Health 
Unit or Family Physician and arrange an appointment.  

REGISTRATION INFO FOR THE 2020-2021 

SCHOOL YEAR 

 

 
 

In order to assist with physical distancing and limiting 

the spread of COVID-19, schools will not be accepting 

any in-person registrations at this time. 

 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS 

 

If you live in the Brentwood Park catchment area, please visit 
https://burnabyschools.ca/registration to register your child.   To 
check which school serves your address please choose “School 
Locator”.   
 
GRADE 7 STUDENTS HEADING TO HIGH SCHOOL IN       SEP-
TEMBER 2021 
 
Brentwood Park grade 7 students will automatically be registered 
for grade 8 at the secondary school within the designated        
attendance area where the student resides.  If you have     
moved, you must provide the school with two valid pieces of  
address  conf i rma t ion .  P l ea se  em a i l  d ocum ents  to                                            
brentwoodpark.info@burnabyschools.ca.  As all the registration 
process is done through the elementary school there is no need for 
parents to contact the secondary school. 
 
In the event you wish your child to attend a secondary school 
other than your attendance area school, you must fill out a 
cross district application form signed by your current school 
principal in order to be considered for admission to that 
school.   
 
CROSS-DISTRICT / OUT-OF-DISTRICT APPLICATIONS FOR 
ALL GRADES  (KINDERGARTEN — GR. 7) 
 
Cross-District and Out-Of-District applications will be accepted 
from February 1st to February 28th.  Parents are also asked to 
register at their attendance area school. Please visit 
https://burnabyschools.ca/registration to register your child.   
Cross-District, Out-of-District and District Program applicants will 
be notified of the status of their applications within March.       
Applications received after February 28th will be placed,  according 
to their admissions category, on a school or district program    
waiting list that will be maintained and valid until September 30th of 
the new school year.  
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PAC CORNER 

Hello Brentwood Park Families, 

 

We’re firmly into 2021 and whether learning at school or from home we hope you all are well. As a PAC group we welcomed Princ ipal Kimmie 

to Brentwood at our Jan. 26 meeting. Even through the distance of a Zoom meeting we were able to sense a lot of positive energy and mutual 

goodwill. Mrs. Kimmie provided a detailed principal’s report to update the group. We encourage you to catch up on these updates and the 

minutes of PAC meetings through the Parents tab on the school website.  https://brentwood.burnabyschools.ca/pac/ 

 

PAC still runs a few fundraising options to help maintain on-going and annual responsibilities that PAC undertakes on behalf 

of Brentwood Park students and families such as providing classroom supplies and equipment renewal. One significant project we need to 

fund is the updates to our Classroom Earthquake and Emergency Response Supplies. The Emergency Bins' nutrition bars, drinking water, and 

first aid kits will reach their expiration / best by: dates next year. Some ways to support us are; 

 

1. Direct Donations 

You can donate using school cash online or cheque made payable to 'Brentwood Park' If donating through school cash online please use 

this link below and choose Brentwood Park as the school, in the comments put "PAC donation". 

https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/635/16/false/true 

 

2. Flip Give Cash Rebate 

The PAC has an ongoing account with FlipGive, a free team funding app. We earn cash back on every purchase we make all year long, even 

gift cards! All you have to do is shop anytime with the brands you already love, like Home Depot, Walmart, Sport Chek, Indigo, Old Navy, Ap-

ple, Esso, and Loblaws. It’s completely virtual and contactless. Join our team now and you’ll get a $5 bonus the first time you 

shop: https://flipgive.app.link/teams/join?joincode=7SXQYV Or enter this code: 7SXQYV Want to learn more about FlipGive? Check out this 2 

minute video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vTO_Qg4n8 

 
3.         Cobs Bread Kensington Square 
When you support Cobs Bread, they support us! At the Kensington Square location, all you need to do BEFORE paying is to let them know to 
donate to  Brentwood Park ELEMENTARY. They have a code that gives us a % of the sale.  
 
GRADE 7 FAMILIES 
 
We ask grade 7 parents/guardians to check in and help form a committee to celebrate our Grade 7 students. While public health conditions 
result in Leaving Ceremony and celebration plans that will look very differently than past years, your input is nonetheless important and neces-
sary. Amy Tong and Peggy Liu have stepped up to help organize interested parents. Learn about what adjustments had to be made in June 
2020. Share ideas you might have on how to recognize your “grads” to make June 2021 memorable in your special way. 
 
Send them an email to be added to a contact list. Without this, communications with grade 7 families will be very difficult and opportunities to 
capture your feedback might be missed.   Brentwoodgrad2021@gmail.com 
 
There will be a Zoom meeting about “Grad2021” on Feb. 17 @ 7pm.  Look into your email inbox for more info from your teachers.  
 
HEADS UP and Be Counted 
 
We will be launching a very short survey of parents to help us re-shape and re-think a guiding vision for what PAC will do in the coming years. 
Please look for info and a link to our survey in the next few weeks. We need and welcome your input. You can also contact us anytime by 
email:  brentwoodpac@gmail.com 
 
Happy February! 
 
Tien, Alex, Suzy, Lisa, and Donna 

https://brentwood.burnabyschools.ca/pac/
https://burnaby.schoolcashonline.com/Fee/Details/635/16/false/true
https://flipgive.app.link/teams/join?joincode=7SXQYV
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vTO_Qg4n80
mailto:Brentwoodgrad2021@gmail.com
mailto:Brentwoodpac@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY  INFORMATION 


